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Mr GUYULA (Nhulunbuy): Mr Deputy Speaker, I speak on this bill because it is very important and I 

am very concerned about fracking.  

 While I agree with the Economic Policy Scrutiny Committee’s recommendations on this bill, I wrote 

a dissenting report that outlines where I differ on this issue addressed by the committee.  

 I am concerned that offence provisions within the legislation should be amended now, rather than 

waiting for a later time. This means that the current amendments are not supported by an 

appropriate penalty structure. By leaving the current provisions as they are, it will be harder for the 

prosecution to prove offences, for example, if there is a spill by the fracking company when they are 

moving fracking chemicals. The fines will be low, which undermines the ability of a fine to be a 

deterrence for offences by gas companies.   

 Without the reversed burden of proof there will be less incentive on operators to ensure they get 

robust outline data before starting an activity. This is what the fracking inquiry highlighted. I do not 

believe it is fair that landholders and traditional owners should have to prove that new pollution 

from fracking exploration was caused by the gas companies. It should be on the gas companies. It is 

not fair that we treat this new industry as innocent to the treatment of local people.  

 I suggest the government seeks further legal advice on this matter before proceeding.   

 We need to protect water for Territorians through the Water Act and we need a drought trigger. 

The drought trigger is still needed in the act to ensure that water is prioritised for domestic, food-

growing and stock needs over the fracking industry in times of low water availability. There is no 

clear guidance in the act on when that comes into play.   

 I fear the controller may be reluctant to use such powers unless there is an obligation. Clear 

guidance in the act would make using these powers more likely. While we are making new laws and 

accommodating gas, we need to remember that the region being looked at for fracking is in drought.  

 Traditional owners are raising objections and concerns about water extraction and the increase of 

water use in this time of water shortage in the Northern Territory. We need to look at this seriously. 

More consideration of a drought trigger in the Northern Territory is needed. I would like the 

government to make these amendments to protect local people over big businesses.   

 I also share concerns with the land councils regarding section 60A that excludes landowners from 

exercising their authority. I believe these areas still require amendments.  
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